How to Needle Felt a Purse
Needle felting is the process originally designed to commercially manufacture products such as carpets and blankets.  The machines have large beds of needles that move in and out of the fiber to create felt.  The needles have barbed edges that push the fiber down entangling and binding the fibers together to create felt.  We use these same needles to make our Needle Felters®.  

A word of caution:  The needles are extremely sharp and should be used with caution.  They are not suitable for use by young children.

SUPPLIES NEEDED:
Needle Felter® with 6-10 needles

Needle Felter® with 1, 2, or 3 needles (optional - for defining edges)

4 to 6 oz. of wool

Rectangular foam purse form or round hat brim form
TO MAKE YOUR PURSE:

1. Start by placing a thin layer of roving around all four edges of the form, very gently attach to the form with the Needle Felter® just to hold in place.
2. Place another thin layer of roving on top of the first and felt these fibers by gently punching the fibers with the Needle Felter® enough to penetrate all the fibers, but not hard enough to felt it into the foam.  The fibers will attach to the foam in the process of felting, but it should be easily removed.  The felting all takes place in the fiber.  

3. Continue adding fibers and felting around all four edges of the form until you have five layers.  This makes the handle and the bottom of your purse.
4. Gently peel the handle/bottom off the form, turn over, place back on the form, and felt again.

5. Gently peel the handle/bottom off the form, turn over again, and place back on the form.  

6. Lay the form flat and place overlapping thin strips of roving in a horizontal direction half way up one side of the rectangle (or to the desired height of your purse).  Extend the fibers over the sides and bottom of the purse.
NOTE:  Pull off the length of roving you need for each strip then gently and evenly spread out the fibers widthwise to create a wider, thinner strip of roving.

7. Place a second thin layer of strips of roving vertically on top of the horizontal layer.  Bring up to the top edge, but do not extend past the top edge of the horizontal layer.  Gently felt these layers.
8. Continue alternating and felting horizontal and vertical layers until you have five layers.  End with a horizontal layer.
9. Continue gently felting until the fibers are smooth, uniform, and the desired firmness.

10. Turn the form over and repeat steps 5 – 8 to make the back of the purse.

If you want a flap on the purse, at step 6, remove the handle from the edge of the form to get it out of the way.  Then, place the layers of fiber farther up on the form depending on how large you want the flap.  

11. Gently peel the purse off the form and turn inside out.  Check for thin spots.  Very gently place the purse (right side down) back on the form and felt again.  Add extra fiber a little at a time to any thin spots.  Reinforce the corners by felting in extra fiber.
12. Gently peel the purse off the form again and turn “right side out.”  Place it back on the form and continue felting until you have the look and feel you want.  The more you felt the firmer it will be.
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